
UNIT 1

THE MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
NATURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

STUDIES



Environment

Definition: The complex set of physical, geographic, biological,
social, cultural and political conditions that surround an
individual or organism and that ultimately determines its form
and nature of its survival.

1) All factors living and nonliving that affect an individual
organism or population at any point in the life cycle.
2) Set of circumstances surrounding a particular occurrence.

3) All the things that surrounds us.



Environmental Science

An interdisciplinary branch of science that investigates 
questions related to the human population, resources, and 
damages caused by pollution and disturbance.

Environmental science is integrative and involves complex 
biology, chemistry, politics, sociology, geology, agriculture, 
economics.



Why We Want to Study the State of 
Environment?

 The need for information that clarifies modern
environmental concepts such as the need to conserve
biodiversity, the need to lead more sustainable lifestyles
and the need to use resources more equitably.

 A need to change the way in which we view our own
environment by a practical approach based on observation
and self learning.

 The need to create a concern for our environment that
will trigger pro-environmental action, including activities
we can do in our daily life to protect it.

 Biodiversity: The part of nature which includes the differences in genes among the individuals of a
species, the variety and richness of all the plant and animal species at different scales in space i.E.
Local, regional, country wise and global, and various types of ecosystems- both terrestrial and
aquatic-within a defined area.

 Sustainable development: Implies the use of resources in a managed way as to provide resources
for future generations.



Objective of This Course

• Develop a concern for our environment.

• Begin to act at your own level to protect the environment
we all live in.



Scope and Importance

• We live in natural surrounding (forest, river, mountain, etc.). 
Resources: renewable (forest and water) and non-renewable 
(minerals and oil).

• Due to increase in population these resources are getting 
depleted gradually.

• There is a need to understand make ourselves aware of our 
natural assets and get concerned about our environment 
and sustainable utilize the resources.

• Scope of environmental studies is very wide and nearly 
covers some aspects of every major discipline (biology, 
chemistry, physics, geography, resource management, 
economy, etc.).



• Water, air, soil, forests are all part of our life support 
systems. Without them life itself would be impossible.

• Natural resources are limited in nature and continue to 
shrink and may be get depleted if not utilized in a 
sustainable manner. 

• Almost every act of human beings cause some effect on 
environment: solid waste, water pollution, air pollution, soil 
pollution , etc. And these have ill-effect on human health.

• Individual efforts together with the public and also 
government actions are needed to protect our environment 
from further more degradation and safeguard it. 

Importance


