
Compiler 

Construction Tools 



• LEX (Lexical Analyzer Generator ) 

 

• YACC (Yet Another Compiler Compiler )(Parse 

Generator) 



LEX 



• LEX accepts and input specification which 
consists of two components 

• Specification of string representing Lexical 
units 

• Specification of semantic action aimed at 
building TR (Translation Rule) 

• TR consists of set of tables of lexical units and 
a sequence of tokens for the lexical units 
occurring in the source statement. 

 



YACC 



• YACC is available on Unix system. 

• YACC can be used for the production of compiler for 
PASCAL FORTRAN C C ++ 

• Lexical scanner must be supplied for use with YACC. 

• This scanner is called by the parser when ever a new input 
token is needed. 

• The YACC parser generator accepts and input grammar for 
the language being complied and set of actions 
corresponding to rules of grammar. 

• The parser generated by YACC use the bottom up parse 
method. 

• The parser produced by YACC has very good error detection 
properties. 

 



LEX & YACC  


